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Highlights at Girls Grammar -  from the Principal  

It is hard to believe that Spring is 
here as we say farewell to Term 3.  

In true Girls Grammar fashion, there 
have been many events and occa-
sions celebrated over the past two 
terms. Highlights have included our 
P&F Trivia Night, Year 12 formal, 
Shrek! The Musical, senior school 
social with St Brendan’s, school 
camps for year 4-11, Year 11 semi-
formal and of course the highly an-
ticipated inter-house choir, primary 
ball games and Naarah’s touch car-
nival to conclude the term.  

www.facebook.com/
RGGSOGA 

The 20th anniversary Girls Grammar 
Race Day in June was a wonderful 
afternoon and wouldn’t have been 
possible without the hard work and 
commitment of the many people who 
assisted in the lead up to the day, on 
the day and during the days that fol-
lowed.  

Thank you in particular to the Race 
Day Committee for your ongoing ded-
ication to the Girls Grammar school 
community. This is greatly appreciat-
ed and as always it was wonderful to 
see so many Old Girls there enjoying 
the event too.  

While on the topic of events, our 
second annual Girls Grammar Long 
Lunch was enjoyed by a large num-
ber of Old Girls where many secrets 
were shared, and stories came out 
of the woodwork.  

The afternoon was a special time to 
reminisce with peers, old friends 
and staff, and we look forward to 
welcoming more of you back to this 
now annual event in 2023.  

During the first two weeks of June, 
Girls Grammar engaged external 
company MYPCorp to conduct a 
school survey with all students, staff 
and parents. The last time a survey 
of this kind was undertaken by the 
school’s executive leadership team 
was 5 years ago in 2017.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Special points of interest: 

· Date claimer - 50 Year Reunion 

· 1957-1960 Cohort - 80 years old 

· Talented young “Old Girls” 

· Class of 1972 50 Year Reunion 

· Yeppoon Lunch Photos 

· RGGS Race Day 

· Vale - Jean Bulley 

October 2022 

From the President  
Well, here we are again nearly at the 
end of 2022 where we have enjoyed 
a little more freedom whilst continu-
ing to live with Co-vid. 

Our Association members and 
friends have enjoyed the events that 
have been held recently over the last 
couple of months.  We had commit-
tee members attend luncheons that 
were held in Yeppoon, Rockhamp-
ton, Townsville and Biloela where 
there was an increase of attendees 
from the last couple of years which 
was lovely to see. 

Many Old Girls continue to support 
many school functions either by vol-
unteering or by attendance.  It was 
very heart warming to see so many 
Alumni attending the 2022 Race Day 
in June and more recently the Long 
Lunch in September. 

Please show your support to the 
School with the upcoming Bulls, Bar-
rels and Broncs in early October at 

the Gracemere Saleyards. 

I encourage you to attend one of the 
Association’s upcoming events 
whether it be the Mackay Luncheon, 
Rockhampton Xmas Dinner, Glad-
stone Luncheon or the ever popular 
Brisbane Christmas Lunch on the 26 
November. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 
events and listening to your stories 
about your time at RGGS. 

I am forever thankful to the RGGS-
OGA committee members who con-
tinue to keep it all running smoothly. 

2022 has still been a challenging 
year for some but we can only look 
forward to a bigger and better 2023. 
All the best to you and your families 
over the Christmas/New Year holi-
days. 

Veronica Goddard (Bertram) 
President 
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Highlights at Girls Grammar (cont’d)  

Results received were pleasing and 
have provided feedback on the effec-
tiveness of current strategies, areas 
for us to celebrate as well as priori-
tising aspects for improvement. 
Overall satisfaction scores from staff 
were 80%, students 75% and par-
ents at 81%. 

Responses to the open ended ques-
tion, ‘what do you like most about 
Rockhampton Girls Grammar 
School?’ from parents included:  

Community, connection and tradi-
tions. There is a connection of Old 
Girls through the Board, teachers, 
staff and current families who will 
continue with these values. 

Community, small class sizes, regu-
lar school events, welcoming staff 
and parents. 

I really like the long and proud histo-
ry of the school and how the current 
leadership and staff ensure that this 
is not lost and a sense of pride is 
maintained.  I like the 'boutique' na-
ture and feel to the school and the 
close and nurturing support my 
daughter feels.  

That they practise their values and 
that they are evident across every 
interaction I have had with RGGS 
staff from our very first day. 

Comments such as these and more 
reinforce the passion for a school 
culture that is so strong and unique 
to Girls Grammar and what I am so 
proud to hear from our parent body.  

Since the end of Term 2 we have 
seen some welcome additions to 
Girls Grammar.  Our new Toyota 
Kluger Hybrid has been a welcome 
addition to the family, transporting 
myself and our enrolments officer to 
Ag Grow in Emerald and keeping 
busy throughout the week by trans-
porting boarders to appointments 
and sporting commitments.  

(Continued from page 1) The removal of scaffolding and 
hoarding around Paterson House 
has revealed a shining red roof once 
again.  The 18 month long roof resto-
ration project has finally come to an 
end with only minor external building 
adjustments to come during the up-
coming holiday period.  

External painting, roofing, gutters 
and turrets along with shutters have 
brought our Heritage listed Paterson 
House back to life.  

We can’t wait to see the continued 
additions of the Old Girls Hall of 
Fame along the southern downstairs 
wing so we can continue to honour 
our schools heritage while embrac-
ing the future.  

Make-good works have continued 
throughout Upper Paterson and re-
furbishment will be ongoing through-
out the remainder of 2022 in order to 
provide office and meeting spaces 
for those staff members currently 
located in Upper Luck.  

Installation of perspex ceilings have 
been an extremely effective feature 
in capturing the heritage of this 130 
year old building.  In the image be-
low, you can view the northern wing 
turret including the original hot water 
tank. 

This will then make room for the next 
stage of the Master Planning pro-
cess to commence with the Upper 
Luck refurbishment of old boarding 
dorm rooms to 4 general learning 
areas, with operable walls to trans-
form in to 2 larger spaces with floor 
to ceiling windows to make the most 
of the view across Rockhampton 
City.  

The much needed addition of two 
meeting rooms and residences at 
the Jackson end of the building to 
house two boarding supervisors will 
also be accommodated for.  

By the start of Term 4, we will see 
the commencement of work on our 
new under cover court. Its location 
will be adjacent to the refurbished 
pool and changeroom and our 
boarding precinct, providing better 
visibility from Agnes Street, parking 
accessibility while making use of the 
natural tiered slope of the hill from 
Florence House.  

This will be a welcome addition to 
our new ‘sporting precinct’ with con-
struction commencing during the 
September holidays and completed 
by students’ return in January 2023.    

I look forward to seeing many of you 
throughout Term 4 and Old Girl end 
of year events. Enjoy the longer 
days and warmer weather.  

Kara Krehlik 
Principal 



 

 

New Members  

Page 3 

Please welcome the following Old Girls as new fi-
nancial members of RGGS OGA.   

New Annual Members: 

Lyndell Daniels    - 1964-1966 
Roxanne Hodda (Tickner) - 1994-1995 
Judith Ferricks (Grant)  - 1973-1974 

New Brisbane Life Member: 

Natalie Foster   - 1983-1984 

Current Membership Numbers:  

Life Members:       1068 
Annual Members       75 
Honorary Life Members         4 
Associates & Friends of the OGA     13 
Total:     1160 

If you are an Annual Subscriber to the Old Girls’ Associa-
tion, your annual subscription is now due.  Fees are due as 
at 1 January each year.  Many members find it convenient 
to pay at a function.  Please feel free to continue to do so.   

$10 for our senior Old Girls (60 years and over) 
$15 for our junior Old Girls - Payment options: 

Cash: In person at RGGS OGA Functions 
Cheque: Posted to the Membership Secretary 
Internet: Rockhampton members: 
 ANZ Branch No: 014690 
 A/c No: 3944-13077 
Internet: Brisbane members: 
 CBA Branch No: 064001  
 A/c No: 1008-0446  

(For internet payments, please ensure you put your name 
first in the description for identification.) 

2022 Subs Final Reminder  

Upcoming Reunion  
Judith Ferricks (Grant) - 1973-1974: Registered 
Nurse (retired) Certificate in Aged Care, Certificate in 
Advanced Clinical Practice.  Masters of Advanced 
Clinical Practice in Aged Care JCU.  Married to Greg 
with 2 sons.  Retired to Yeppoon 3 years ago after 
45 years of Nursing. 

New Member Profi le  

Our very own 1975 Alumni Patty Beecham (Warby) 
is launching her book Growing Up, Rocky in Rock-
hampton 1–4 November.  Patty has kindly offered 
any RGGS Alumni a special price for her book.  She 
will sign it and discount from Retail $30 to $20.  Just 
email Patty at pbeecham@bigpond.net.au. 
https://www.facebook.com/PattyBeechamAuthor/ 
https://www.instagram.com/pattybeechamauthor/ 

Book Launch  
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Class of 1972 -  50 Year Reunion  

We had dinner in the Boardroom at Coco Brew 
with most of the girls attending.  The Board-
room has its own designated waiter and serves 
great food. Coco Brew is Rockhampton’s latest 
entertainment centre located at the upmarket 
end of William St in the CBD  

There were only the three of us for the school 
tour so we passed on having morning tea. Then 
at the races were Libby, Merry and myself and 
husbands.  We sat at Jenny Luck’s table and 
had a fabulous day.  It is surprising who you 
know or someone knows someone you know.  

It wasn’t a large turn up but we still had a great 
time.  We had a yummy dinner on the Friday 
night 17th and Kim Dixon kindly gave us a tour 
of the school on the Saturday morning and then 
a glam up to go to the annual RGGS Race Day. 

Pictured L-R above: Glenda Parker (Lewis), 
Merry Robertson (Carter), Melody Cook 
(Spann), Marie Jager (Wilson), Libby Homer 
(Primmer), Jenny O’Brien (Picton), Hilary Lam-
bour (Buss), Deborah Maclean. 

Glenda Parker (Lewis) 
Past President OGA Brisbane Branch 

Pictured right above L-R: Libby Homer (Primmer), Melody Cook 
(Spann), Glenda Parker (Lewis) with uniforms from the 70s. 

Each day is a new beginning. I know that the 
only way to live my life is to try to do what is 

right, to take the long view, to give of my best 
in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in 

God! 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 11 
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Natayah Bowen 2014-2018 - a baby girl on 11/04/22 

Anna McNamara (Murphy) 2006-2020 - a baby girl on 13/04/22 

Chloe Hines (Piggott) 2005-2010- a baby girl on 18/04/22 

Catherine Noah (pictured below) 2011-2015 - a baby boy in 2022  

Deaths  

Jean Bulley (Birchley) - 1946 

Thalia Kinsman (Murray) - 1945-1948 

Shirley Cooper (Bauman) - 1947-1951. 
Mother of Sharon and Jacqueline, sister of 
Margaret Park, aunt of De-Anne Kelly and 
Maree Bassett 

Margaret Homewood - 1944-1945 

Susan Seaton (Twigg) - 1963-1966 

Jan Coombe (Clarke) - 1950-1952 

Pictured L-R top row: Marilyn Swan, (Daley), Diane Gottani 
(Bowden), Sue McDougall (Turner), Heather Fraser  

Pictured L-R bottom row: Margaret Black (Clark), Susan Thompson 
(Ross), Lyn Nugent (Mrs Nugent's daughter-in-law), Patricia Faulk-
ner  

Engagements  

Tayla Bidgood to James Goodwin 

Sympathy to:  

Kim, Hallie, Jordyn, Wendy, Jill, Maxine and 
Linda on the death of their father, grandfa-
ther and brother Roddy Bredhauer 

Kerry and Rosemary on the death of their 
father, Peter Peacey      

Townsvil le OGA Lunch  

Births  
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1957 -1960 RGGS Cohort -  80 Years Old  

On Friday, 20th May, sixteen Old Girls 
from the cohort of 1957 – 1960, met at 
The Red Lion Hotel in Rockhampton.  
Originally, it was to be a celebration of our 
80th birthdays but we discovered that a 
number of the attendees would not be 
OBE (Over Bloody Eighty) until next year 
so it became a 5 Year Reunion. (We had 
previously met for our 70th and 75th birth-
days, as well as having a forty year reun-
ion).   

It was a happy interesting day with, of 
course, much reminiscing and stories 
about ‘Life with its duties, its pleasures, its 
cares’.  Despite sadness and setbacks 
experienced by some, the atmosphere 
was positive and the pleasure in each oth-
er’s company was obvious. 

A tour of Paterson House, after lunch, was 
much appreciated. This building is being 
restored under Heritage regulations and 
will be a very special building in the city. (I 
hope Chit Chat will keep us posted on the 
progress.) 

This reunion was organised by Pat Hand-
ley (Taylor). Pat devoted much time and 
effort to get us together and I wish to reit-
erate our sincere thanks. Pat, the cake 
was great! 

Helen Barker (Lewis) 

The cake was a deconstructed chocolate 
cake. I found the chocolate still sitting in 
the microwave after the cake had been 
baked so it went on top instead of inside. 

Pat Handley (Taylor) 

1960 House captains L-R – Ngaire Kane (Amos) Williams - Pat Handley 
(Taylor) Smith -  Helen Barker (Lewis) Downs, with the only remaining 
pennant from that era.   Elaine Mina (Allison) who was the Downs cap-
tain unfortunately couldn’t make the reunion.  

Clermont Girls – Mary Herwin (Murray), Pat Handley (Taylor), Lillian 
Duckett (James)  

Leona McCamley (Farmer), Peggy Morri-
son and Lola Wright (Batchelor)  

The Group 
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Our talented young “Old Girls”  

Congratulations to apprentice jockey, Sheridan Clarke 
2007-2011, for notching up her first metro winner at 
Mornington today for her victory aboard Smokin’ Holly 
for trainer Dale Short and connections.  

Sheridan’s motto is “If at first you don’t succeed, try 
and try again.”  It’s a simple motto that borders on cli-
che, but it’s one Sheridan Clarke has embraced.  

Twice, the young rider with dreams of a career as a 
jockey was knocked back when she applied to join 
Racing Victoria’s acclaimed apprentice program. 

At her third attempt earlier this year, after joining the Pa-
kenham stable of Phillip Stokes, the 27-year-old was 
accepted to begin her formal training and on Thursday 
she will make a long-awaited race debut at Mornington. 

A big congratulations to stable apprentice, Emily Lang 
2009-2017, who commenced her riding debut in June 
2022 and recorded her first winner, Loveson, at the War-
wick Turf Club Inc.  Emily then went on to finish her de-
but weekend with a winner in every race.  

She works for the leading Steven O'Dea and Matthew 
Hoysted stable team at Eagle Farm who are second on 
the Queensland Trainers Premiership this season. 

The O’Dea and Hoysted stable have been a substantial 
supporter of Lang since she started working for the 
team, including purchasing a mechanical horse for her 
to learn on. 

Emily says the top female riders in Queensland encour-
aged her to focus on professional networking and rela-
tionships within the industry, just as much as what hap-
pens out on the track.   

Alix Jasperson nee Weston (pictured left), 2009 Prue 
McKeague Prefect, is one of ten women to have been 
selected for the Queensland Women's Officiating Devel-
opment Program facilitated by Motorsports Australia. 

The program starts now and runs until end of the year. 
She is connected with a mentor in motorsports and will 
be travelling to different events around Australia to gain 
experience and work on her goal of becoming an experi-
enced race official.  

Who knows how far she can go!  Good luck Alix. 
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OGA Event Bulletin Board  

RGGS OGA Brisbane Group 

Morning Tea  

Tuesday 15 November 2022 at 10.00 am 

Keri Craig Emporium, Lower Level, Bris-
bane Arcade, Queen Street Mall 

Cost:  Self-funded 

RSVP: Tuesday 08/11/2022 

Contact: Mrs Sandra Ries 

Mobile: 0408 120 946 

Email:  sandraries@rocketmail.com 

We are only a small group but we have a 
wonderful time.  So please join us. 

Mackay RGGS Old Girls 

are gathering at 

Harrup Park Country Club 

 89 Juliet Street, South Mackay 

 Saturday 29 October 2022 

at 11.30 am for a midday lunch. 

Cost: Self Funded 

All past students & staff are welcome. 

RSVP by Monday 24 October 2022 to: 

mackayrggslunch@hotmail.com  

or cgbenji@bigpond.com  

or phone/text Chris on 0413 588 051  

Brisbane RGGS OGA 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The Keri Craig Emporium 

Brisbane Arcade, Queen Street, Brisbane 

Saturday 26 November 2022 

Arrive at 11.30 for Lunch at 12 Noon 

Cost: TBA  Must be prepaid 

RSVP by Monday 21 November 2022 

Mrs Marilyn Watts, 2/37 Margate Parade, Mar-
gate Q 4019.  Mob:  0401 442 948 

marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 

Payment by cheque or internet banking: 

CBA:  BSB - 064001, A/C: No  -10080446 

Numbers restricted to 50—Book early 

Rockhampton RGGS OGA 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Littleton Plaza Deck  

at 6:00 pm 

Friday 4 November 2022 

Cost:  TBA-  Must be prepaid 

RSVP by Friday 29 October 2021 to: 

Mrs Kim Dixon 

Email: kimdixon@rggs.qld.edu.au 

Mobile: 0456 500 592  

Payment options:  

Cheque~ Posted to Kim Dixon 

Internet~ RGGSOGA ANZ Bank 

Dear Marilyn:  Just a short note to see if there are many members left that saw the Queen in 1954 when she visited 
Rockhampton.  The Queen's entourage passed the school on its way to the aerodrome.  

We were assembled on the road outside the small gate (I forget the name of the road ) to wave to her on her way. Of 
course, we were all very excited about the prospect of seeing her up close and personal.  In fact, I for one was so 
excited to see them that I broke ranks and started running with them up the hill to the Water Tower to see their plane 
taking off with them for the rest of the tour.  Naturally I was joined by the rest of the girls.  

All us running and shouting to her all the way to the Tower. I know I have never forgotten the excitement and certain-
ly remember the experience of seeing the Queen and Prince Phillip in the flesh.  It is one of my fondest memories 
while at the Grammar.  There have to be a few of our members who remember this exciting time.  Thank you for this 
opportunity to remember a very special occasion.       Bev McKauge (Carswell) - 1952-1955 

To the Editor:   Memories of the Queen’s visit  in 1954  
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L-R: Michelle Landry, Robyn Meredith 

Photos from the OGA Yeppoon Lunch  

L-R: Robyn Meredith, Rhana Lindley  

L-R: Margo Hamilton, Pat Handley, Marion Bowen 

L-R: Kerri Ramm, Denise Williams, Vicki Bastin-Byrne 

L-R: Veronica Goddard, Janet Gentle 

L-R: Kerri Ramm, Denise Williams 
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School memories -  the circle room and more  

Another little habit was whistling be-
tween closed teeth which made it 
hard to spot the culprit. 

My years at the little school were 
very happy ones but I did get into 
trouble a bit, like being sent to Miss 
Smith for some misdemeanour - very 
small I’m sure - which involved step-
ping over her rather smelly old dog 
“Terry” before standing before her 

(Continued on page 11) 

Editor’s Note:  I received the follow-
ing letter from Marian Shedden (Day) 
1936-1947 who passed on some 
more school memories from the 40s 
era.  I know many of our older Old 
Girls from that era remember the 
“circle room” and thought they might 
like to reminisce on Marian’s story: 

Dear Marilyn 

After reading your article on Ida Ken-
nedy, I decided to add a few more 
memories of her and my many years 
at the School. 

I started in 1936 when we little ones 
were in an upstairs room in the big 
school but soon moved to the two 
houses on the hill. 

They were really just two very big 
rooms.  The second house was the 
“circle room” where we learnt to 
march and skip to Miss Rutherford’s 
music staying within the two large 
concentric circle, painted on the 
floor.   

The lavatory was down the hill be-
hind the “circle room” and on very 
rainy days, we little ones were al-
lowed to use a potty which Miss 
Rutherford kept in her store room. 

Between the two houses was the 
wash room—a line of wash basins 
above which hung our individual tow-
els with a little picture above each 
hook.  Mine was a duck. 

Ida would have started secondary 
school when I was about 8 years old; 
so when she became our form and 
elocution teacher in 1945, she would 
have been very young. 

By then, grades 6 and 7 were back 
in the “circle room”. It had been the 
art room somewhere in between and 
still had plaster casts of hands, feet 
etc on shelves around the walls. 

One of the poems we had to learn 
from Miss Kennedy was a sad affair 
called “Lost” which we rendered with 
much sobbing and wringing of hands 

which put poor Miss Kennedy into a 
state.  We were fond of our teachers 
but that didn’t stop us from testing 
their patience.   

During the war years, we were al-
lowed to wear sandals instead of 
shoes and socks to save our clothing 
coupons.  This was great for passing 
notes to one another, tucked be-
tween our toes. 

Back L-R: Marian Shedden (Day), June Wickham, Loan Liddell, Anne 
Davey, Jean Murray, Charmaine Peet, Betty Bennett, Yvonne Kerr, Ida Ken-
nedy, Sadie  Stevenson  
Sitting L-R: Joan Smith (Williams), Beryl Weatherly, Laurel Pheeley Merilyn 
Luck (Beak), Andree Axelsen (Day), Hazel Chambers (RGGS Primary 
School about 1945) 

L-R: Marian Day, Andree Day, Ida Kennedy, Zelma Frances, Gloria Voss, 
Joan Williams (Some of Marian’s class mates at a Brisbane Old Girls Lunch) 
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Queensland Day Lunch  

and relating my sin. 

I was kept in occasionally too—learn 
a poem or help Mr Blatch, the gar-
dener, shift bricks to make yet anoth-
er veggie garden for the boarders. 

I usually ended up doing the latter as 
I could never quite memorise the 
poem.   

I turned over a new leaf when I 
moved up to secondary school and 
was a model student. 

I left at the end of 1947, so long ago, 
and now look back on those happy 
years.  Thank you old school.   

Marian Shedden (Day) 

Editor’s Note: What a lovely story.  I 
hoped you enjoyed it as much as I 
did.  It was the first I had heard about 
Miss Smith having a dog.  I hope our 
younger Old Girls will have such 
lovely school memories as Marian 
did.   

Both photos opposite were taken in 
1937 and clearly show the two rooms 
that Marian referred to in her story. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

The annual Queensland Day Lunch was held at 
a different venue this year.   

St Aubin’s Village Tea House was chosen and 
proved to be a most worthy choice.   

The property was owned at one stage by the 
Bleines family whose three daughters, Jacquel-
ine 1979, Susan1981 and Sarah 1987, all at-
tended RGGS.   

Picture left enjoying their morning tea are L-R: 
Janice Usher (Ohl), Pat Handley (Taylor), Cyn-
thia Mulder (Dickson), Barbara Van Lathum 
(Taylor) , Ngaire Kane.   

School memories -  the circle room and more (cont’d)  
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RGGS Race Day–  June 2020  

 

The 2022 Annual RGGS Race Day was once again 
a major success.  Members of the Old Girls Associa-
tion supported the event through many avenues:   

· Margaret Littleton, Kim Dixon, Veronica Goddard 
and Erin Goddard ran the Raffle Ticket Stall. 

· Corinne Shaw led the hospitality in the Party Pa-
vilion. 

· Shelly Chisholm was the Maître D in the Corpo-
rate Marquee. 

· Merin Weston led the catering team. 

· Pam Gibbs arranged the floral centrepieces with 
help from Wendy Harris and past parent Glenys 
Orford. 

· Robyn Mercer of Something Different donated a 
$1000 voucher. 

· Catherine Kelly donated $500 worth of millinery. 

· Several class reunions were also held on the day. 



 

 

From the Editor  

Rockhampton: 
Mrs Margaret Black (Clark) 
Unit 13, 240 German Street 
Norman Gardens  Q  4701 
Ph:  07 4928 2490 
 
Brisbane: 
Mrs Marilyn Watts (Elgar) 
2/37 Margate Pde, Margate 4019 
marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 
Mob: 0401 442 948 
 
Gold Coast: 
Mrs Robyn Clelland 
3 San Mateo Blvd, Ashmore  Q  4214 
E: robyn@nannasplanners.com.au 
Mob:  0458 881 422 
 
Cairns 
Ms Gail Russell 
16 Karloo Close, Worree 4868 
Email: grussell@tropicnet.com.au 
Mob:  0431 352 850 

Townsville: 
Mrs Diane Gottani (Bowden) 
17 Terek Walk, Kayinda Chase 
Bottle Plains 4817 
Ph: 0416 213 441  
 
Mackay: 
Mrs Janette Dark (Davey) 
7 Corney Street, North Mackay Q 4740 
Ph:  07 4942 2434 
Email: jdark46@hotmail.com 
 
Biloela: 
Mrs Jean Rathjen (Churchward) 
PO Box 305 
Biloela  Q  4715 
Ph:  07 4992 1170 
 
Gladstone: 
Mrs Heather Ross  
8 Egret Close 
South Gladstone 4680  
Ph:  07 4979 4737  

Chit Chat is the official newsletter of 
the RGGS OGA and has a distribution 
of over 1000 to all financial members 
and associates of the RGGS OGA.  It 
is published thrice yearly - February, 
May and October.  Contributions are 
always welcome.  Copy can be in any 
format accompanied by the writer’s 
name and contact details and forward-
ed to the Editor:  

Post to:   
Mrs Marilyn Watts 
2/37 Margate Parade, Margate 4019 
marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 

The purpose of Chit Chat is to provide 
general information on Old Girls of the 
School and to give an update on the 
School’s current activities.   

Marilyn Watts (Elgar) 

Branch Contacts  
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Jean Bulley nee Birchley (RGGS 1946) was a much loved member of the 
Brisbane Branch of the RGGS Old Girls’ Association.  She held the follow-
ing executive positions on the Brisbane Branch OGA Committee: Vice-
President 1996-1997 and President 1997-2000 and was a recipient of the 
prestigious OGA Special Service Badge for her loyal and ongoing service. 

During her presidency, Jean travelled to Rockhampton on many occasions 
to represent the Brisbane Branch.  In 1997, she attended the last Assembly 
of the year at which she presented the Branch’s gift to the School of a Wall 
Clock which bears the inscription For life we are learning. See picture 
above right: Jean with Shirley Crow (Rhodes). 

In that same year, she also attended the RGGS Speech Night and met with 
the recipient of the Brisbane Branch’s Nessie Foster Prize.  In 1998, Jean 
was a guest speaker at the Rockhampton OGA’s Queensland Day Lunch 
where she spoke of the activities of the Brisbane Branch.   

In the photo bottom right, Jean is pictured with Elsie Speight (Waites) with 
the water fountain that the Brisbane Branch arranged to be restored and 
relocated in the garden below the terrace.   

Over the years, Jean worked tirelessly to increase membership of the Bris-
bane Branch by contacting many past scholars by phone.  In addition, she 
encouraged members at the Gold and Sunshine Coasts to attend gather-
ings in Brisbane and to hold their own functions.  

She organised social and cultural visits for the enjoyment of Brisbane OGA 
members and also organised many bus trips.  These entailed negotiating 
with bus companies, making numerous phone calls to increase attendance, 
and on many occasions, baking the morning tea offerings.  Another of the 
many jobs Jean did was organising the hamper at Christmas functions and 
baking the fruit cake. Jean will always be remembered as one who epito-
mised the School Motto - Do your best.   

Vale -  Jean Bulley  



 

 

Executive Committee: 
President Veronica Goddard (Bertram) 
Vice President Ngaire Kane (Amos)  
Immediate Past President Ngaire Kane (Amos) 
Secretary Kim Dixon (Bredhauer) 
Treasurer Robyn Meredith (Buchanan) 
School Liaison Officer Kim Dixon (Bredhauer) 
Membership Secretary Marilyn Watts (Elgar) 
Chit Chat Editor Marilyn Watts (Elgar) 
 
Rockhampton Committee Members: 
Margaret Black Felicity Truelson Val Phillips 
Margaret Littleton Corinne Shaw Alix Jasperson 
Betty Spence 
 
Email Address—Rockhampton Committee 
Veronica Goddard veronica.goddard68@gmail.com 
Ngaire Kane ngairekane@gmail.com 
Kim Dixon KimDixon@rggs.qld.edu.au 
Robyn Meredith robyn.meredith@gmail.com  
Marilyn Watts marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 
Margaret Black 9margaretblack38@gmail.com 
Margaret Littleton marmaxl@bigpond.net.au 
 
Rockhampton Committee Meeting Dates 2022: 
Tuesday 22 November 
 
Brisbane Group Meeting Dates 2022: 
Tuesday 15 November 
 

RGGS OGA Function Dates 2022: 
Christmas Dinner Friday 04 November 
Gladstone Lunch Saturday 05 November 
 
RGGS OGA Function Dates 2023: 
Dinner on the Deck & AGM Tuesday 07 March 
 
RGGS OGA Brisbane Events 2022: 
Morning Tea Tuesday 15 November 
Brisbane Xmas Lunch Saturday 26 November 
 
RGGS Events 2022: 
Speech Night Saturday 18 June 
 
Membership fees for 2022 (Due January 2022): 
Annual Fee $15.00 
Senior Annual Fee $10.00 (Seniors 60 and over) 
Life Membership $125.00 (Once only Fee) 
Senior Life Membership $100.00 (Seniors 60 and over) 
 
In accordance with our Constitution, all Old Girls wishing 
to become members of the Association are required to 
complete and sign the official RGGS OGA Membership 
Application Form accompanied by the relevant fee.   

Forms are available from:  
Mrs Marilyn Watts, Membership Secretary 
Phone:  07 3283 7265  Mobile:  0401 442 948 
Address:  Unit 2, 37 Margate Pde, MARGATE  Q  4019 
Email: marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 

Committee Information 

Editor 
Mrs Marilyn Watts 
Unit 2, 37 Margate Parade 
MARGATE  Q  4019 

Phone:  07 3283 7265  
Mobile:  0401 442 948 
Email: marilyn_m_watts@yahoo.com.au 
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“Not only for school but for life we are learning”. 
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